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With AmeriCorps you are building your
country’s future and helping to build your
own. For your hard work, those of you who
serve will earn money for your education and
the chance to do even more with your God-
given abilities, earning something that money
can never buy as well. For you know now
that you are helping to breathe new life into
the spirit of the American Republic.

Benjamin Franklin once said that if we
don’t hang together, we will surely hang sep-
arately. At the time he said it, he was worried
about a foreign invader. But as the old comic
strip character says, ‘‘Today we have met the
enemy, and it is us.’’ We better hang to-
gether, folks, or we’re going to hang sepa-
rately. You are the glue that will enable us
to hang together.

We cannot go on as a nation of strangers,
mistrusting one another because we’ve never
had the chance to work side by side or had
the chance to walk in one another’s shoes.
If we just stand only on our own ground,
we will never find common ground. When
I mentioned three of you, Leo, Laura, and
Sara, before, I didn’t tell you about their
backgrounds. Laura is from a suburb of Bos-
ton. Leo is from the inner city of Chicago.
Sara is from the farmlands of Wisconsin.
Each will bring something special and dif-
ferent and unique from those places to their
service of America.

But each will surely learn, along with all
the rest of you, that with all of our dif-
ferences, we can belong to something larger
than ourselves. I hope the nation that you
serve will learn this as well from your shining
example. We are all part of the American
family joined by a common purpose, bound
by a common sense of responsibility, chal-
lenged by common possibilities that know no
limits.

The only limit to the future of this country
and to the future that all of you hope to have
is what we are willing to demand of ourselves
today and in the future. Generations before
us have done the groundwork, and now we
must build on those foundations.

In just a moment, I will lead the 20,000
volunteers who are here, and some who have
already done this a couple of hours ago across
America, in a pledge. But I want to ask you
and all Americans who will learn of this event

to reflect on the words of that pledge, words
like ‘‘action’’ and ‘‘commitment,’’ ‘‘commu-
nity’’ and ‘‘common ground.’’ It’s more than
a pledge of personal service; it’s a creed for
America, a creed we desperately need as we
move forward to renew our great country in
the 21st century.

To all of you who have taken the pledge
to join, who have entered this season of serv-
ice, who have redeemed the most important
commitment your President ever tried to
make to the American people, to give us a
chance to come together, to move forward
together, I say thank you, and God bless you.

Now let me ask all the AmeriCorps volun-
teers here to raise your hand and repeat after
me: I will get things done for America to
make our people safer, smarter, and
healthier.

I will bring America together to strengthen
our communities. Faced with conflict, I will
seek common ground. Faced with adversity,
I will persevere. I will carry this commitment
with me this year and beyond. I am an
AmeriCorps member, and I am going to get
things done.

[The AmeriCorps volunteers repeated the
pledge line by line after the President.]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4
p.m. on the North Grounds at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Assistant to the
President for National Service Eli Segal and the
Vice President’s sister, Nancy Gore.

Statement on the Nomination for
Supreme Allied Commander,
Atlantic
September 12, 1994

I will look to General Sheehan to continue
the innovative efforts of Admiral Miller in
defining the role of allied military power in
forging a safe and secure world.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing that the Presi-
dent nominated Gen. John J. Sheehan, USMC,
to succeed Adm. Paul D. Miller as Supreme Allied
Commander, Atlantic and to serve as commander
in chief, U.S. Atlantic Command.
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Statement on the Implementation of
the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993
September 12, 1994

This law creates the opportunity to include
millions of Americans in the political process
who have previously been excluded because
of difficult and confusing voting rules. I urge
all Americans of all political parties to reg-
ister to vote, and I urge the voter registration
groups to continue and expand their efforts
to ensure as many of our citizens as possible
are registered.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing that the President
signed Executive Order 12926—Implementation
of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.

Executive Order 12926—
Implementation of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993
September 12, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
301 of title 3, United States Code, and in
order to ensure, as required by section 7(b)
of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg) (‘‘the Act’’), that de-
partments, agencies, and other entities of the
executive branch of the Federal Government
cooperate with the States in carrying out the
Act’s requirements, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Assistance to States. To the
greatest extent practicable, departments,
agencies, and other entities of the executive
branch of the Federal Government that pro-
vide, in whole or in part, funding, grants, or
assistance for, or with respect to the adminis-
tration of, any program of public assistance
or services to persons with disabilities within
the meaning of section 7(a) of the Act shall:
(a) provide, to State agencies administering
any such program, guidance for the imple-
mentation of the requirements of section 7
of the Act, including guidance for use and
distribution of voter registration forms in
connection with applications for service;

(b) assist each such State agency admin-
istering any such program with the costs of
implementation of the Act, consistent with
legal authority and the availability of funds,
and promptly indicate to each State agency
the extent to which such assistance will be
made available; and

(c) designate an office or staff to be avail-
able to provide technical assistance to such
State agencies.

Sec. 2. Armed Forces Recruitment Offices.
The Secretary of Defense is directed to work
with the appropriate State elections authori-
ties in each State to develop procedures for
persons to apply to register to vote at Armed
Forces recruitment offices as required by
section 7(c) of the Act.

Sec. 3. Acceptance of Designation. To the
greatest extent practicable, departments,
agencies, or other entities of the executive
branch of the Federal Government, if re-
quested to be designated as a voter registra-
tion agency pursuant to section 7(a)(3)(B)(ii)
of the Act, shall: (a) agree to such a designa-
tion if agreement is consistent with the de-
partment’s, agency’s, or entity’s legal author-
ity and availability of funds; and

(b) ensure that all of its offices that are
located in a particular State will have avail-
able to the public at least one of the national
voter registration forms that are required
under the Act to be available in that State.

William Jefferson Clinton

The White House,
September 12, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:21 a.m., September 13, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on September 14.

Remarks on Signing the Violent
Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994
September 13, 1994

I think we ought to give the Vice President
a hand for all the work that he has done.
[Applause] Thank you, Mr. Vice President,
for your introduction and for your labors on
this bill.
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